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Africa: GMO’s dumping ground

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation [1], among many charities, are promoting the
cultivation of genetically modified crops in Africa, acting as spokespeople for the
manufacturers of GMO seeds such as DuPont, Arcadia Biosciences and Monsanto. For
too long biotechnologists, bio-tech and chemical corporations, charities and
governments around the world have promoted the lie that genetically modified crops
are the solution to world hunger. This is a lie because there is already enough food to
feed 14 billion people on the planet and as such the argument that GM crops are needed
is false. 30-40% of food produced in the western world is wasted; this keeps demand
high and prices high meaning many people in the world can't afford to eat [2].

GM soy and maize farming in South Africa has led to impoverished farmers as crops
failed. Farmers who choose the GM path are locked into a contract where they cannot
do anything but accept whatever the GMO seed producer dictates [3]. Farmers have
been left bankrupted around the world (in India, Argentina, Africa) because they are tied
to the manufacturer. It is effectively a form of indentured servitude. On the contrary,
those farmers in Africa who are educated to grow crops in an agro-ecological way
(organic or organic without the certification) on small, local farms have been very
successful, with very high yield increases of over 100 per cent [4].

Despite the history of failure of genetically engineered crops and the recognised health
risks, there is still a great push and promotion of GMO into Africa. Biotechnology
companies are partnering with and funding charities to promote GMO for them as a
means to tackle climate change [5] and feed the hungry. Charities such as the Gates
Foundation have enormous funds and influence. The Gates Foundation owns 500,000
shares (at time of writing approximately US $50 million) in Monsanto [6]. As such, the
Gates Foundation has a vested interest in promotion of Monsanto’s products as a return



on investment. Even if both Bill and Melinda Gates believe GMO to be safe, the
independent evidence shows this not to be the case. It is recognised that genetically
modified foods are toxic, unnatural and, along with their accompanying pesticides
required to kill off all life except the genetically manufactured crop, are deadly [7]. With
large donations of approximately US $31 billion from Warren Buffett, one of its trustees
[8], the Gates Foundation works with the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) to promote GMO [9]. Manufacturers like Monsanto “donate”
certain amounts of GM seeds in order to promote a humanitarian mission, which is all
falsehood. Their only motive is the sale of their product [10].

Other well-known foundations such as The Clinton Foundation have charity works in
Tanzania, Malawi and Rwanda to promote farming and farming methods for greater
yields [11]. Monsanto and Dow Chemical, large producers of GMO seeds and deadly
pesticides are contributors to the Clinton Foundation [12], and Hillary Clinton has long
had close ties to Monsanto and the biotech industry [13]. Tanzania also has uranium
mines in its heart centre such as in Bahi North. This mine is owned by Uranium One
which was initially launched by Frank Giustra, who sits on the Board of Directors of the
Clinton Foundation [14]. Giustra invested millions into the Clinton Foundation after his
company obtained help from the Clintons in securing a uranium mining deal in
Kazakhstan [15].

There is a vast interest in the resources of Africa as well as viewing Africa as a great
marketplace. Biotechnology producers such as Monsanto who have a shameful history
are not trusted anywhere and neither is their product. Africa does not want, nor need,
genetically modified crops or grains. This is why the likes of Monsanto donate to and
use foundations such as the Gates Foundation to convince politicians and farmers in
African nations that their GMO products are vital to human survival. Not all African
nations accept GMO or the advances of these foundations. Kenya banned GMO in 2012
over documented, legitimate health concerns. The Gates Foundation has been at the
forefront of pressuring Kenya to lift this ban, alongside Monsanto, USAID and the UK’s
Department for International Development (DFID) [16]. The DFID funded Kenya’s
biotechnology promotion agency, the African Agricultural Technology Foundation [17].

Through ‘charitable’ foundations, as well as others such as the Howard G. Buffett
Foundation - son of Warren Buffett [18], African governments are being pressured to
accept and cultivate GM crops. Indeed, this has been coined ‘The African Seed
Scramble’ as Monsanto, DuPont, Syngenta and others scramble to take control of the



African seed market, estimated to be worth at least US $750 million, with maize alone
estimated to be $500 million [19]. Maize is a major genetically engineered crop in the
United States of America with over 90 per cent of all maize grown being a GMO. It is no
wonder American and European corporations are charging at the doors of Africa.

What is the Gates Foundation doing specifically to promote GMO into Africa?

Under the guise of humanitarian work, to help feed and educate the African farmers and
families, as well as grow an agro-biotechnology sector in Africa, millions of dollars have
been flooded into biotechnology organisations, trials and projects to promote
cultivation of GMO. The Gates Foundation openly promotes GMO as the solution to
hunger in Africa. In November 2015, it donated $6 million to the International Food
Policy Research Institute [20] “to support African governments’ efforts to design and
implement policies and regulations that facilitate and sustain smallholder farmer
adoption of biotech crops to improve their food security, nutrition, and economic
status” [21].

The Gates Foundation has funded many studies into the development of genetically
modified crops such as cassava various projects to nearly $27 million [22]; sorghum S$21
million [23]; sweet potato, two grants totalling $41 million [24].

GMO research in Africa is strongly promoted. The “countries targeted by GM research
on orphan crops (and rice) include: Burkina Faso (rice and sorghum); Egypt (rice and
sorghum), Ghana (cassava, sweet potato, rice); Kenya (cassava, pigeon pea
(transformation and green house stage)), sweet potato (transformation), sorghum, millet
—although information pertaining to GM research for this crop in the country is scarce;
Nigeria (cassava, rice, sorghum); South Africa (cassava—this research has been
discontinued—and sorghum, for which the state of research uncertain); and Uganda
(cassava, sweet potato—at the green house stage—and rice)” [25].

More and more, GMO is being forced upon the African nations and peoples under the
guise of providing the only means of feeding the African people with the nutrition they
need, that there is no other approach that could work, save GMO. Charitable
foundations such as the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, massively funded by Warren
Buffett, the Clinton Foundation and others, are working through governmental aid
agencies in the US, UK and Africa to fund and promote biotechnology institutes,



research, education and sales of GM seeds, pesticides and the industrial farming way,
on behalf of the producers of GM seeds such as Monsanto, DuPont, Syngenta and
others.

The solution to Africa’s hunger lies not in technology but in agroecology - biological
and organic farming, small scale localised farming - and improved infrastructure in
order to safely transport to markets. The evidence from the International Assessment of
Agricultural Knowledge, Science and Technology for Development (IAASTD) [4], a study
conducted by 400 scientists, shows categorically that higher yields, nutrition and
minimal environmental impact are achieved by agro-ecological farming methods, and
not by GMO, which has never been shown to improve yields and nutrition. On the
contrary, GMO yields fall after the first two years of cultivation as the soils are depleted
of nutrition by the spraying and painting on of pesticides and poisoned by the toxins
inserted into the DNA of plants to resist insecticides such as bacillus thuringiensis
(listed as an insecticide by the US Environmental Protection Agency), killing microbes in
the soil, harming earth worms and reducing the function of mycorrhizae fungi to bring
needed nutrients and water to crops [e.g. 26, 27]. GMO farming has been proven to not
work in climates like Africa and everywhere GMO farming has only brought misery to
farmers, consumers and the environment. A solution to feeding Africa is already in use
and is extremely successful and harmless to man and nature, and is truly worthy of
promotion to African nations: agro-ecological farming [4], small scale organic farming.
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